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Synopsis

How history’s only five-star admirals triumphed in World War Il and made the United States the
world’s dominant sea power. Only four men in American history have been promoted to the five-star
rank of Admiral of the Fleet: William Leahy, Ernest King, Chester Nimitz, and William Halsey. These
four men were the best and the brightest the navy produced, and together they led the U.S. navy to
victory in World War |l, establishing the United States as the world’s greatest fleet. In THE
ADMIRALS, award-winning historian Walter R. Borneman tells their story in full detail for the first
time. Drawing upon journals, ship logs, and other primary sources, he brings an incredible historical
moment to life, showing us how the four admirals revolutionized naval warfare forever with
submarines and aircraft carriers, and how these men-who were both friends and rivals-worked

together to ensure that the Axis fleets lay destroyed on the ocean floor at the end of World War Il.

Customer Reviews

"The first book to deal with the four [admirals] together, focusing on their intertwined lives,
friendships, and rivalries....A very well-crafted book."A¢a & ¢John Lehman, Washington Post "In
his superbly reported new book, historian Walter R. Borneman tackles the essential question of
military leadership: What makes some men, but not others, able to motivate a fighting force into

battle?"A¢a -a ¢Tony Perry, Los Angeles Times

Walter Borneman is the author of seven works of nonfiction, including 1812, The French and Indian

War, and Polk. He holds both a master’s degree in history and a law degree. He lives in Colorado.
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